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From December 8th, 1983 CBS NEWS Coverage of the STS-9 Landing. 


Commander: John W. Young 

Pilot: Brewster H. Shaw, Jr. 

Mission Specialist 1: Owen K. Garriott 

Mission Specialist 2: United States Robert A. Parker 
Payload Specialist 1: Germany Ulf Merbold 

Payload Specialist 2: Byron K. Lichtenberg 


00:00:00 (https://Awww.vyoutube.com/watch?v=tWNRkWU7m28) 


the columbia is heading home with its six-man crew and billion-dollar cargo the billion-dollar european space 
line back to the underground cleared the coast of california and is now less than well just about three 
minutes from touching down at edwards air force base the sprawling complex in the mojave desert of 
california with me covering the return of this remarkable flying machine is astronaut kathy sullivan 
remarkable cathy uh in a positive sense even though there were some problems today oh martin fly 
something this beautiful and complex you don't expect it always to go flawlessly but if she rolls around for 
final now there's no signs of this morning's computer problems it's looking great my first thought whenever i 
see a shuttle on its return is that it's a glider now around the heading alignment circle no engine power one 
and only one chance at a successful landing john took manual command just a minute ago mort he's now 
flying it in commander there's the chase plane providing the tv pictures joining now we have a chase plane 
picture beautiful shot the 40th man mission spacecraft runway 17 at edwards air force base is where it lands 
dynamics officer reports uh looks very good coming around heading alignment circle it's a hard pack desert 
7.3 miles long a lot of runway out there for the shuttle very large to turn around heading alignment circle 309 
degrees john young has done this before kathy he's an old hand 


00:02:01 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWNRkWU7m28&t=121s 





he's an old hand that's right and i think he likes flying forward rogers wins or [Music] columbia is on center 
line and on glide slope the approach will be about two times as fast as that of a commercial dc-9 the shuttle 
will be approaching the runway final approach to the runway at 328 miles per hour five thousand feet john 
will begin to pull back the stick now here in just a minute in a pre-flare maneuver to shallow his angle 
approximately 285 knots this has been a flight of sixes young six flight columbia's sixth flight six men in the 
fruit commander john young controlling the vehicle going into the flare here coming down gear down and 
locked beautiful slow and easy and we have touchdown unofficial touchdown time for the main gear 1007 
4723 nose gear coming down a beautiful landing commander john young at the controls and gear contact the 
astronauts will remain on board the astronauts will remain on board for 


00:04:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWNRkWU7m28&t=240s 





the astronauts will remain on board for another 30 or 40 minutes ps9 is home for me and a lot of salute from 
one of those chase planes two of the astronauts will be coming back to houston today but kathy four will be 
remaining in california why is that well mort we need to follow up on the life sciences experiments that have 


proven so interesting through the course of the mission and study on those four people very carefully as they 
re-adapt kathy sullivan thank you very much for joining me on the return of sts-9 the flight of the columbia i'm 
morton dean cbs news johnson space center 
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